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CHAPTER 18

Kené Simoneau dit Sanschagrin

very popular last name, that of Simon, produces
several diminutive forms; Simonet, Simonin
and Simoneau. The first Simoneau to step on
American soil was Jacques. In *‘ag‘z,§ on 12
February 1598, Henry IV amoxm I Troilus de
La Roche de Mm ouez lieutenant ga)?wz‘af in
the land of Canada.” 1.a Roche wanted to
make a fortune, through hunting and fishing on the Acadian
Coast. He chartered two ships: lu Luﬂzmxw and la Francoise,

180 and 90 rons respectively, and recruited forty hearty HMmmi
laborers chosen from among 260 scoundrels and beggars.
Jacques Simomeau is on the list of passengers. Having left

Honlleur on 14 A@m 159%, La Roche ud his people on the
north coast of Sable lsland, near a \,.mah siream forming a nar-
row indet, which he 19‘;@3 Boncoeur.  After the uu‘ls*“uci’i(m,

under the supervision of Com m%@f Querbonyer, of lodgings

i
and a storehouse where food, ¢l othing. tools, arms dmi furniture
were stored, La Roche left 40 men on the island and went hishing
on the hanks of Newfoundland,

a Boche wanted to return 1o the
T 03 10 the Cm with such violence
thaz m EZ davs he found }";mzs*lf in sight of the coast of France.
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in short, it was only five vears later, in 1603, Mi the Parhia-
ment of Rouen ordered Thomas Chefdostel, the pilot of the
Catherine, to bring the unfortunate men on ‘Sable Island back

home. Just eight survivors remained, including Jacques
Simoneay. Henrt 1Y wanted 1o see these men takes ?* E ¢ sea
all dressed in seal skins, and Minister Sully was Ord' d to pay
sach of them S0 ecus.

A century later, aﬁmhcr brave Frenchman Evo m, ‘w
melodious last name of Simc i<
for good and permanent.



BOUIN

A Queébécois descendant, Monsieur Plerre Simoneau, of
the City of Laval, has found the zmmzsmai record of his ancestor
in the de /g;azmmml archives of La Roche-sur-Yon. On Frida\zg 24
August 1657, Mathurin de LaPraye, uncle and godfather of the
child, and Marie, wife of Vincent de LaPraye, i;m godmother,

brought to the baptismal font of the church of Bouin, René
Simoneau, son m René and of Marguerite iAFraye The gmmz
LB ;{wu' ;gmd the document in the registry. The child,

heir to his father's first name, saw the births of 4 sisters and 3
brothers fmm 1658 to ‘éxé. facques, Donatienne, Perrnine,
mﬁm Marguerite, J. or Jean and Marie. René had an uncle

acques Simoneau, husband of Jeanne Fret and father of 3 known

3
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The church of Boumn is rnmd rn, although n the gothic
style; however, the bell tower goes back to the “fourteenth cen-
fury.

The shight rocky nise on which the E@wn of me &
built,(Bouin is a word which means stopper or plug), dominates
large marshes in the confines north of la Ven dée and the pum of
Britiany.

U

y f)

This ancient island, today a vast locality of about 3,000
hectares 1n area, remains separa ted from the contnent, at the
back of the bay of Bourgneuf, by a channel, an arm of the Fal-
leron. The exploitation of the salt marshes and the raising of
caitle for a l@nv time have supported the citizens of Bouin, in ad-
dition to which today we may add the cultivation of oysters. Four
canals cross this land, one of which, the Gmnd(mmps can handle
barges with a capacity  of 30 to 40 tons. Le Harve des Brochets
and le Haws des Champs are the two principal ports on the is-
Jand.

Rene Simoneau had been born at Bouin, present depart-
ment of Ju Vendée, in the arrondissement of Les Sables-
d'Olonne, canton of Beauvoir-sur-Mer, in former Poitou. The
town which numbers more than /N,,:s{){} inhabitants presently
fepends on the ecclesiastical authority of Lugon; during our
ancestor's time it relied on Nanies, in Brittany.
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his marmage in ib@’%ﬁ ists him as a

SeNeroL it 1
write. This very bri s:m: SU mwizcs
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The conclusion is o"mm s R@

hardened. sensible, and ge i, m with little ¢
b ,

he did not know how
perhaps twenty vears of active duty in the service of his country.

When did Rend arnve iy New France? Wg only E«mw
tat his marriage. he sard he was in the Compagnie

Alexandre Jose tringant de Samnt-Martin, also
known as Viabon, was cor

the fime of Frontenac's campa
and he was captam of the troops deta
May 1697, Saint-Martin arrived in Canada in July 1684, and
lived and worked there  4s a soldier unul 1722,

o of the batallion at { Qu £hec a
on against the Trogquois in 1{796}‘
wched from fa Marme on 12

7

«-o

us with no serous details on
u spent n the treupe de la
ndian ¢ Js}‘:ics‘? E\u accord-
¥l U R AIY YOI TAY S & ', Was

nos.  On first of Apr I, the e

feels

i~
D!é:u de Que hd 1 ené Sumoneau v
16 days. Was im o h eal an old wound? {n
army at that time and became a resident of the wzmﬁ*»

SIMONEAL

On 29 November 1695, a voung man from the e
d'Orleans. lose; !)aii eray, son of Marin and of Mare-Anne
I atontaine, was married { to Jeanne Moreau,
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By the time o"
widow Dalleray
f

aGranee, and Anne Couture,

!
Deen \,CEMY‘\E At Samt b aurent tor oonumber o vears,

1 . 1 T, e YRS . .
How id Re TN L OUnNg
foray? In those davs ¥ !wrgu\.,
H ¢ S o S vt 1N
In times of prace. espedt i

" the homes of the mhabs
them. Perbaps he xm“ks:d at the
¢ l'\

J
November 1YY,

famous unknown, blessed mmr m\.imz m the presence of ‘,a,,uazz\, 8

and witnesses,  ncluding Mathurin Thibodaw dit Fabimoe. &
Vendedn from Les Sables-d"Oldonne, husband i a second mar
riace (o Mare Peti and an mhabitant of Sant-Laurent,

Rend and Jeanne prol

at the Moreau home on the Marie-An e
Dalleray. Thewr first ehild red at Saint-Laurent on 16
H tober 1700, Jeanne Moreaun was then 24 vears old, and Rene

MONTMAGNY

Pr:nmhﬁ}. in 1701, Rend Simoneau fef mt ; Y )
smlh_ at Mom ragny, where his second child and all the aur‘;nm‘g
ones were baptized, begl weoon 8 April 1702,

We have already scen colonists.--like Jean-Jacques
Talbot--wait 16 years before rcwsnmg a land grant contract for
therr fand. 1t was so for René Simoneau: on 23 August {716,
Jean-Baptiste Coutllard de iwpnum seigneur  for a part of a
Rivicre du Sud. m his name and in his brother Lowis's name. co-
seigneur,  ceded bum six dr;cm of frontal land on the Swint
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Of the

betore

Anne Morcau, « 23 vear old minor.

M
e, he omust wait unul s wile o
recerving payment.

On 14 October 1706, jeamw Moreau ratifiec
action, and on 13 October 1108 the Morcau-Mineau Z
a receipt to Dufresne for the 110 hivres which were owe Q them.

Anne Couture died on 13 May 1715, at Samnt-Laurent.
! i - of the concession among
in was mm E‘mé Sw*vmcan and
- ené Mineau, on 9

the 1in!
November I'/ Eu,

Did this wdringe upon the rights acquired by son Pierre
Moreau on 10 July 17067 Evidenily it did, because on § D( cem-
ber 1712, René Simoeneau had obtained documents of restitutior
from Pierre. The quarrel took on alarming proportions. René did
not hesitate to take his case to the MQ@. ior Council. He had
cause (o regret it the high court of *he land dismissed his case
and on 24 January 1718 even ordered him to pay the costs, both
for the original tort as well as for the &pp il

o

NINE NEW LIVES

A child, according to Peguy. 1s a small drop of Iite. This
drop can become a small sirear m, a hvw or a river. The
Moreau-Simoncau couple caused the source of existence to gush
nine times: René (2), Marie-Jeanne,  Jean-Bapuste,  Pierre,
Michel, Joseph. Charles, Marie- vfhugA rite and Gabriel: seven
sons and two daughters bore the living testimony. The majority
of them took !i,he; surname of Sanschagrin,  which appears,
however, o have been abandoned by the - third generation.

The oldest, and the only born on the e
d'Orleans, Renéd Simoneau dit Sansch agrin, inherited tm
father's first name at his baptism on 16 October 1700, On 4
February 1727, at Saint-Nicolas, he joi w ¢ his heart 1o that m
Marie-Frangoise Lambert, darhm mf fean-Aubin Lambert dit
Champagne, and of Marie-Anne Ho

’[/‘ —
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8. The second Sanschagrin daughter, Mww
Mms*m'z te, born of April 1716, became the god-daughter of
notary Abel Michon on the following day, and was married at
Qm,,hw on 8 August 1741, 1o @(Md s Marois, wadmwc;r of
Catherine  Coussy.  They settled at Cap-Saint-Ignace and had
nine children.

()
[
3)’
~3 s

On 19 Ociober ’7?‘5 Marie-Marguerite, now a widow,
found a second husband in the person of Joseph ﬂu%;? widower
of Marguerite Cloutier aﬁd son of Laurent and of Genevieve
Boucher.

9. Finally, (mfv ﬁ the youngest Simoneau, the

3¥ 7 June m& took as his com-
Man “het, at Montmagny on 23
wim three daughters and one son,
st of May 1754, at Saint-Nicolas.

,J
pmmn fwr hife Mure 0s€] h
November 1744, She gav
betore being buried on the f

»1%’"0
N,...f\

The following year, on 24 November, Marguerite
Boucher took over this broken hmn‘, and dm@hi:c ih@: rwzrﬂber m'
children by adding four girls. In 1762, Gabriel, hi
sus at Saint-Nicolas, was said 1o own a farm me
frontage, 15 arpents under cultivation, 1 cow, 1 hoise : and Z gng,
He was buried in the cemetery of  his adopted parish on 17 July
1780.

e
oed

1

By the third generation, the Simoneaus had grown and
multiphied 69 times. The largest branch of the family goes back
to Michel.

DETACHMENT

To be attached to material things 1n order to draw subsis-
tence from them offen monopolizes an impﬂrtam part of a
person's life. To remove oneself from 1t in order to gan more
)mi al v das@% 1s the act of persons who generally have reached
%m ature age of fifty.  And so on 29 May 1726, René
Sim‘z(mﬂ,ms (md his wife sold to their son Jean- ?%&pmi a part of
their fand, two arpents in {rontage situated near Joseph Lefebvre
dit Boulanger,  newly married to Genevieve Laurendeau. The
Simonesu p rents m}} asked 100 livres tournois for this
property.  Antoine Dandurand dit Marchaterre, and Guillaume
Thibault signed as witnesses in the presence of notary Michorn,
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In the ffth generaton, Teon Simoneau, blacksmith.

narriced (o ("'*if:x'i‘-“ Demers on 12 February 1?«3@?, and moved!
us three children: Marie R walie and Leon: the lat

ai Sai ﬁ-»Nimla% on 5 February 1 534, Son Leon
to that of Zoc Tourangeau on 29 January 1855, in
Sainte-Anne at Detroit.  We know of their six
mmcluding one son. Leon b‘ une a pharmacist at

ichigan, and mayor of the place i 1888; he died
cidentally on 21 January 1894, H.L had changed his firsi
er
HARMONIE
The be‘ s of the ¢ iuru of \Emw Haf*w de Québec had
been sn zcm:/ a‘v\e.w France. The third, w ubﬁ ng 1,500 pounds,
or broken since Hfi On 4 %@pf@ nbcr 1757

w appeared and ¢l Wmd to be an expert in bell
rw;g : mn? orities offered him 4( rancs a quintal (a quintal
equal § 48.9 kil ograms) for his work. Etienne Simoneau returned
in brmw the bells previous voice. %w cess! One hundred francs

[ C
WETE ;;A‘» en to him as a bonus, Thanks 1 fa descen-
in the old
i

‘hfﬁ talonts o

ell

i

dant of the humble ancestor Rene Simoneau, a b
tower of the cathedral of Québec had again found its origina
timbre and ity life as a messeager.

Two centuries later, the best known of René Stmoneau’s
descendants, the tenor Léopold Stmoneau, son of Joseph and of
Olivine Boucher, and hus;mmd ot the «npfam Pierretie Alarie,
davy ter of ,‘j ia and of Amanda Plante mw anda  Alarie 1s the
‘mama Ploutte” of the ’;m‘:uurs telovision series), became nterna-
fionally known as a speciahst in the vocal works of Mozart. of
whom he, along with his wite, 1s one of the greatest interpreters.

FAMILY NAME VARIATIONS

Simoneau has DC,(A,#
Elisabel, Fonwame, lsabel, |
moneat,  Stmmons,  Simon.
Stmonneau and Sawyer.

Berry, Boure, Bienvenue,
ntaine, Lisabel, simbu*t
monany, Sinoncaux, Simonet.
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des familles onginaires ¢

Volume 15, pages 86-90.

vage 301, Volume

pave 115 Yolume 9,

&

; i
]
18 Volume 15, page 57, 308; Volume 26, pages 353-

PBC, Volume 1, pages 432-433.

3

MSGCE, Volume 9, pages 23, 106-107 (Dalleray): 'V

Yolume 500 page 55, Volume









